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Hypercalciuria in rabbits refers to the precipitation of calcium (Ca) salts in the urine, which 
appears as cloudy, sludgy, gritty urine. 
 Rabbits absorb just about all the calcium they are offered in their diet. Excess calcium is 
excreted in the urine. If the concentration of calcium in the urine is high, it will precipitate out 
as sludge. The sludge is heavy and unlike in humans (who stand vertically) the sludge slowly 
accumulates.  A combination of excess Ca in the diet, reduced fluid intake and inactivity 
combine to make this a problem in the domestic rabbit. It can be painful, and is sometimes 
related to infection and does need treating. 
 There are a number of husbandry factors you can pursue to minimise the risks in your rabbit.  
 
1. Avoid alfalfa based diets. 
2. Offer wetted greens, timothy hay based blocks / pellets. 
3. Offer multiple water bowls / water feeders. 
4. Experiment with fruit juices to encourage drinking (eg if your rabbit likes full strength 
pineapple juice then give it diluted pineapple juice). 
5. Urine can burn the skin. Watch for urinary scalding and if seen apply vaseline to 
protect the skin. 
6. Allow increased activity to encourage voiding. The sedentary nature of many 
domesticated rabbits makes thing worse. 
 
 Things  a vet might do to help include: 
1. A vet may consider using metacam, a pain reliever, twice daily until they see 
improvement. Pain can lead to anorexia in rabbits. 
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Coming and going….A big welcome to 
Jessie who has joined our nursing team 
since the last Howler. A sad farewell to 
Kate who will be returning to her native 
Queensland home at the end of July. We 
wish her well. 
Rabbits are an increasingly popular pet.  
In this issue we look at the issue of bladder 
stones in the rabbit and what you can do to 
help prevent them. 
 You may know that Jane has been involved 
in a campaign to help control the ownerless 
cat population in Manly, as last year saw a 
sharp rise in their numbers. Read more on 
what she is up to here. 
  

 We have a new electrosurgical device, read 
how this will help our patients. 
Willow runs our weight clinic for cats and 
dogs and offers advice on how to keep them 
fit and well. 
 You can now read all our Holwers on your 
Smart Phone! Check out the article on QR. 
 Finally a big thanks to Eukanuba, the 
sponsor of this newsletter. 
 
Yes, heaps late with this edition, nothing new 
there. It is still winter! We hope you enjoy 
this offering from the Staff of Seaforth 
Veterinary Hospital. 
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2. The vet may submit urine for bacterial culture and 
sensitivity allowing them to identify and  treat any infection 
present. 
3. A vet may consider anaesthetising your rabbit and 
emptying the bladder using  retrohydropulsion! A big word 
which means that the bladder is filled with saline and 
emptied under pressure while the rabbit is held vertically. 
The heavy Ca salts fall to the bladder neck and are expelled 
in the process. Now, if you could only train your rabbit to 
pee while standing vertically... 
4. A vet may consider subcutaneous injections of fluids 
daily for 2-4 days (the vet can show you how this is done 
and it is repeated daily at home). 
5.  Large stones may require surgical removal. I have 
personally removed 6-7 cm diameter stones from rabbits! 
 
Even if your vet resolves the condition you can expect 
recurrence within 1-2 years so be vigilant. 

By Kath Salier (Nurse and By Kath Salier (Nurse and By Kath Salier (Nurse and By Kath Salier (Nurse and 

receptionist) receptionist) receptionist) receptionist)     

FAQs 
Do you have a website?Do you have a website?Do you have a website?Do you have a website?    
Yes! You'll find all sorts of 
information on it like flea 
control, vaccinations, post 
surgical care, first aid, vet 
rosters and much more — 
check it out on www.svh55.
com.au. You can even access 
a mobile version on your 
smart phone. 

FAQ’s of  SVH 

♦ desex your cat as early as possible (we recommend 5-6 

months of age) to avoid unwanted kittens. 

♦ vaccinate your cat annually against diseases and worm 

regularly. 

♦ microchip and register your cat. 

♦ keep your cat indoors at night. Cats that are allowed to 

roam at night not only kill native wildlife such as 
possums and bandicoots, but are also more likely to be hit 
by cars or be involved in fights with other cats. 

♦ put a collar and bell on your cat. This will alert wildlife if 

your cat does stray outside 

♦ never dump a cat. Try to rehome yourself or request 

assistance from the Animal Welfare League or Cat 
Protection Society. 

♦ never feed stray cats as it encourages them to return and 

they may spread diseases to your own cat or other pets. 
 
Seaforth Vet Hospital is working with Manly Council to not only 
co-ordinate care for the stray and feral cats brought in to our 
surgery, but also to discuss long term management to ensure the 
staggering increase over the past 12 months does not reoccur 
every year. If you find a stray or ownerless cat, please advise 
Manly Council or the closest vet to receive advice on what can 
be done. Through the Howler, we will keep our clients updated 
on our progress with Manly Council and plans to curb this 
growing problem. 
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You may have seen the article in the Manly Daily recently 
regarding the huge increase in numbers of stray and feral cats 
being brought in to Seaforth Vet Hospital over the past few 
months. With other vets on the Northern Beaches reporting 
similar increases, it is clear that this is becoming a real 
problem in our community. 
During “kitten season” (generally Spring and Summer) of 
2010/11, our nurses hand raised and rehomed approximately 
10 kittens brought in to us either by members of the public or 
Manly Council staff. In the kitten season just passed (which 
seemed to extend into early Autumn this year) our nurses hand 
raised and rehomed approximately 47 kittens – more than    
400% increase400% increase400% increase400% increase!! 
Unfortunately the majority of these kittens were born to 
ownerless cats that had either strayed from their family and 
never been reunited, or were the offspring of longer term 
ownerless cats. Cats that do not have regular interaction with 
people often turn “feral” as they must feed themselves and 
their kittens and are usually unable to be handled or rehomed. 
All cats are natural hunters and do not have to be hungry to 
hunt and unfortunately our native wildlife are the most 
common victims. This is why responsible cat ownership is so 
important and something Seaforth Vet is committed to 
emphasising to our clients. 
To be a responsible cat owner you should:  

Ownerless Cats—a growing problem 



Electrosurgery 
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Do I need to make an appointment?Do I need to make an appointment?Do I need to make an appointment?Do I need to make an appointment?    
Yes, as a general rule this helps keep waiting time to a minimum 
(unless we have an emergency). 
I need more medication for my pet I need more medication for my pet I need more medication for my pet I need more medication for my pet ---- what is the best way to  what is the best way to  what is the best way to  what is the best way to 
organise this?organise this?organise this?organise this?    
When you are close to running out of your pet's prescription give 
us a call and we can discuss dispensing some more for you. Any 
of the S4 medications by law need to be approved by a vet and 
your animal must have been seen within the last 12 months for us 
to be able to do this. Ringing ahead gives us time to follow this 
protocol without you having to wait. 
We are also happy to put food aside for you and order it in if 
necessary. 
 W W W What happens if I need a vet when you're shut?hat happens if I need a vet when you're shut?hat happens if I need a vet when you're shut?hat happens if I need a vet when you're shut?    
For emergencies — call Northside Emergency Veterinary Service 
on 9452 2933 — they are located in Forestville, 15 min from our 
hospital. If you ring our number the recorded message will also 
provide you with this information. In addition, there are 24hr vets 
in Crows Nest and North Ryde. 
If I move, how do I update my pets microchip detaiIf I move, how do I update my pets microchip detaiIf I move, how do I update my pets microchip detaiIf I move, how do I update my pets microchip details.ls.ls.ls.    
To ensure the safe return of your pet should it go missing you 
should inform.… 
 Your local council (Companion Animal Register) 
Us — so we can update your file on our database. 
Any Pet Register/database your pet may be on. 
(The microchip contains only an id number not your pet's details) 
And of course the pet tags on the collar. 
Does my pet need to be restrained in the car?Does my pet need to be restrained in the car?Does my pet need to be restrained in the car?Does my pet need to be restrained in the car?    
"The RTA advises that police can fine a driver and issue demerit 
points if an animal is causing the driver to be not in full control of 
the vehicle, or if they are driving with a dog on their lap. " 
"The RSPCA can also issue fines under The Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act. If an animal is injured because it was 
unrestrained, owners face up to six months' jail and fines of up to 
$5,500. 
Do I need to use "tick products " in winter?Do I need to use "tick products " in winter?Do I need to use "tick products " in winter?Do I need to use "tick products " in winter?    
The colder weather does see a reduction in tick numbers however 
in some areas ticks are still a problem. If you are picking ticks off 
yourself or your dog/cat then use frontline for cats every two 
weeks and for dogs either Frontline or Advantix. (DO NOT USE 
ADVANTIX ON CATS). 
I heard that its law to have a collar and tag onI heard that its law to have a collar and tag onI heard that its law to have a collar and tag onI heard that its law to have a collar and tag on my dog, isn’t the  my dog, isn’t the  my dog, isn’t the  my dog, isn’t the 
microchip enough?microchip enough?microchip enough?microchip enough?    
 According to the Companion Animals Act 1998 a dog must wear 
a collar and tag when not on the owners property (unless they are 
a working dog). The tag must display the name and address or tel 
number.  
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We have just spent about 
$6K on a new electrosurgial 
unit. 
 How will this benefit our 
patients? 
 Electrosurgery involves the 
use of high voltage high 
frequency electric current to 
produce intense locally applied heat in the tissues. It acts like an 

Weighing in! 

electric scalpel, leaving clean sterile wound edges. It is 
both quick and accurate. In addition to that the unit allows 
for rapid cautery of bleeding blood vessels. Traditional 
suture ligation of many bleeders (eg in tumour removal) 
can significantly lengthen an anaesthetic procedure. 
 Thus you can see how this unit promises to help shorten 
anaesthetics.  
In summary: 

⇒  The shorter an anaesthetic the safer it is. 

⇒ The happier we are. 

⇒ The shorter the procedure, the cheaper it is for a 

client! 
  

BBBBy Willow Slootbeek (Veterinary Nurse)y Willow Slootbeek (Veterinary Nurse)y Willow Slootbeek (Veterinary Nurse)y Willow Slootbeek (Veterinary Nurse)    

Did you know that in an average small dog such as a Boston 
Terrier with an ideal weight of around 8 kg, an increase in 
weight of just 2.7kg is equivalent to a human gaining 18 kg.  
 Obesity is one of the most common nutritionally related 
diseases today. There are a number of conditions known to 
be associated with obese animals, these include arthritis, 
diabetes mellitus, heart disease and feline lower urinary 
tract disease. For our beloved pets to live a healthy, happy, 
long life it is important to feed them a nutritionally com-
plete and balanced diet alongside regular exercise, training 
and mental stimulation.  
 
A few basic tips to help ensure your pet achieves and main-
tains their ideal weight include: 

 1.    Daily walks averaging around 20-30 minutes at a 
steady pace 

 2.    Provide only the recommended daily amount of 
food being sure to minimise this on the days that 
bones or treats are fed.  

 3.    Correctly weigh out the recommended daily 
amount 

 4.    Scatter feed, or use a toy such as a kong wobbler 
or a bob-a-lot to provide mental stimulation and 
avoid them eating their food in one bite 

 5.    Regular weight checks 
 
If you need any help or 
advice with your over-
weight friend, please ask 
us about our PetfitPetfitPetfitPetfit pro-
gram which will help steer 
you and your beloved pet 
onto the right path to 
weight loss. Book a free 
consult with Willow to 
learn more! 

Help me! 
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Seaforth Veterinary Hospital 

This fun filled annual event took place at Clontarf Reserve on 
Sunday 5th August. The weather was perfect for a romp 
around the park and we were very happy to catch up with 
many of our four-legged friends and their families. It was a 
busy social scene with many a friendly meeting taking place 
and lots of treats being consumed and bought on the day, with 
many a “parent” falling victim to those beautiful, pleading 
eyes! 
 
Dr Hendrika represented Seaforth Veterinary Hospital as “Ask 
the Expert” during the early afternoon and both Hendrika and 
Dr Libby helped out on our stand and answered questions from 
clients and passers-by alike. 
 
Our educational focus for the day was dental care as August 
finds us in the midst of Dental Month. With support from Hills 
Science Diet in the form of free samples of T/D dog and cat 
biscuits, our nurses were also on hand to lift many a hairy lip 
to check those pearly canines! Dental disease is all too 
common in both dogs and cats and can lead to health problems 
including kidney, liver and heart failure so we recommend 
regular dental checks by our vets. 
 
Our Gold Coin raffle proved very popular again with the 
value-packed dog and cat hampers attracting many entries 
which all went towards supporting Seaforth Vet's wildlife 
fund. The winner of the cat hamper was long time client Jenny 
and the dog hamper was won by Sophia from Willoughby. 
 
It was great to see so many of our friends away from the 
surgery and we are looking forward to next year's event – hope 
to see you there!! 

If you have a smart phone you can scan the 
QR code below which will take you straight 
to our webpage where you can download 
(to your phone) any of the last 12 volumes 
of the Howler!  Show off and read them  at 
your leisure in your fave café bar! 
If you need a scanner app then we 
recommend  QR DroidQR DroidQR DroidQR Droid or QR Reader for iPhoneQR Reader for iPhoneQR Reader for iPhoneQR Reader for iPhone. 
 
NB we have a mobile optimised web site that is easy to read 
on your smart phone. Just go to svh55.com.au and you will be 
automatically redirected to the site that is easiest to read on 
your device. 

Dog’s Day Out - A Great Success 

QR codes 


